will be proper, first, to enumerate the symptoms characterizing inflammation in general, and after having examined the nature of these in their simplest and most ordinary form, the next thing requisite will be to illustrate those modifications of the phenomena which, either from peculiarity of structure, habit of body, or of constitution, alter them so greatly as frequently to make the same morbid action appear almost a different disease.
It is this great diversity of features, indeed, that has rendered inflammation so difficult to define ; for while one case shall present one particular symptom in a well-marked manner, in another instance it will be entirely wanting. Still, I trust, I shall be able, before concluding the subject, to get rid of this apparent discrepancy, by assigning to each event its proper explanation, and by fixing on one morbid condition,?one primary pathological phenomenon, that shall be found invariably attendant on inflammation, in whatever state of the system it may occur, and in whatever tissue of the body it may be situated. There are certain other seroid secretions that are not prone to undergo the purulent change we speak of; for example, the serosity poured into the ventricles of the brain in consequence of vascular engorgement is not readily convertible into purulent matter. This ready tendency of serous fluid to become purulent, appears to depend a good deal on the texture of the membrane secreting it, and the acuteness of the inflammatory action. Subcutaneous cellular membrane, when acutely inflamed, is of all others the most prone to suppurate, and hence common phlegmon, which has its seat in this tissue, is the inflammation that most frequently terminates in an abscess. A boil, on the contrary, which has its seat in the dense structure of the corium, suppurates with the greatest reluctance.
The serous membranes lining cavities form the natural sacs of their own abscesses, whereas the seroid, that is, the cellular, have a tendency to extend their abscesses in the direction of the least resistance. Hence matter situated under strong fasciae follows the tract of the pressure, and points where that is least; and when matter forms under the skin it observes the same law,?it attains the surface from the operation of the same mechanical cause, i. e. pressure ; but in this case it is the pressure of the atmosphere that is the agent, which, by pressing on a fluid surrounded by solids, necessarily forces it to point where there is the least resistance, and we know that must be over the centre of the fluid itself, as the point most removed from support. We 
